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THE JAM MASTER JAY HOMICIDE IS STILL UNSOLVED FIVE YEARS
AFTER THE FACT. LAW ENFORCEMENT HAS FLOATED A LOT OF
THEORIES AS TO WHAT HAPPENED BUT NONE OF THEM HAS LED
TO AN ARREST. ONE OF THE THEORIES FLOATED WAS THAT
CURTIS SCOON, AN OLD FRIEND OF THE RUN DMC DEEJAY, HAD
SOMETHING TO DO WITH THE MURDER DUE TO AN OUTSTANDING
DEBT IN A DECADE OLD DRUG DEAL THAT WENT BAD. BUT FROM
THE JUMP CURTIS SCOON AKA THE SNAKE CHARMER HAS
DENIED AND REFUTED THESE ALLEGATIONS. “JAY DID NOT OWE
ME A DOLLAR BY THE TIME OF HIS DEATH,” SCOON TOLD
NEWSDAY. HE ALSO ASSERTED THAT THE TWO HADN’T BEEN IN
CONTACT IN MORE THAN FOUR YEARS.

SINCE THEN CURTIS SCOON’S NAME HAS BEEN POPPING UP
MORE. NOT IN CONNECTION WITH ANY MORE CRIMES BUT IN CON-
NECTION WITH BRINGING THE STORIES OF THE BLACK / LATINO
UNDERWORLD AND CRACK ERA FIGURES TO THE PUBLIC.
AMERICA LOVES ITS GANGSTERS AND CURTIS SCOON HAS PRO-
VIDED A FORUM TO PROFILE THESE LEGENDARY STREET FIGURES.
HE BEGAN THIS THROUGH HIS ARTICLES IN KING AND PLAYBOY.
THEN HE ADVANCED HIS QUEST IN THE CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED
BOOK, QUEEN RIEGN SUPREME. AND NOW SCOON HAS TAKEN
THE NEXT LOGICAL STEP AND STARTED PRODUCING SHOWS FOR
BET‘'S AMERICAN GANGSTER. SCOON HAS BEEN WORKING HARD
TO BRING THE PUBLIC THE STORIES THAT WERE ONCE BURIED IN
THE PIT OF THE BELLY OF THE BEAST. HE HAS TAKEN THE STREET
LEGENDS MYTHS TO HOLLYWOOD, OPENING UP MANY DOORS IN
THE PROCESS. WE DECIDED TO HAVE A LITTLE CHAT WITH THE
MAN WHO IS DOING FOR THE BLACK GANGSTER WHAT MARTIN

SCORSESE DID FOR THE MAFIA, CATAPULTING IT INTO POPULAR
CULTURE.



SE: What's your history and where are you from?

SC: | grew up in Queens NY, Hollis to be exact. As far as my history goes I'll admit to going hard at whatever | apply myself to. I'll
let the readers interpret that how they see fit.

SE: What's your background on the Street or in Entertainment?

SC: | have no convictions but | have an arrest record. |'ve been charged with everything from attempted murder, kidnapping, home
invasion, armed robbery, conspiracy and felonious assault. Maybe ane or two more 've forgotten, I've beaten my cases at trial,
grand jury and appellate court. One case | beat in a lineup. A cop once told me | was lucky to beat so many cases and my re-
sponse was, °| consider myself unlucky to be charged wrongly so many times.” My entertainment background is what I'm most proud
of. | wear man hat as, a screenwriter, TV consultant, a producer, a book contributor, and last but not least a journalist,

SE: What's your relationship with Ethan Brown and Queens Riegns Supreme?

SC: | met Ethan years ago when he wanted to interview me for Rolling Stone about my implication in the Jam Master Jay affair. |
went with Playboy instead but kept his contact. After Playboy | had an idea for a book that could help me get my movie about Fat
Cat made. | was unable to secure the book deal myself so | dug up Ethan's # and pitched the idea to him. He liked it and made it
happen. That book is Queens Reigns Supreme.

SE: In your opinion who are some of the legendary hustlers/gangsters? Why?

SC: There are so many legendary hustlers and gangsters but obviously some are more legendary than others. It's my experience
that some of the coldest cats you can meet are guys who exist with little fanfare and hype. Every city has their own guy whose
names evoke debate and fond recollections. There are guys who | could name but they wouldn't appreciate it and then there are
guys that if | name them someone will have something negative to say so I'll just say this, when people sit around talking about
dudes they've never met, whether they're talking good or bad, chances are the person being discussed fits the criteria.

SE: What's your relationship with Fat Cat and what's going on with the movie project?

SC: | didn’t know Cat on the street. His son approached me about writing a movie about him 5 years ago and arranged for us to
talk via phone. Al first he was hesitant. | managed to make him comfortable and he opened up. After the call he told his family to
cooperate with me fully and we've been rocking ever since. | offered him something | know he needed and he gave me what |
wanted in exchange. | gave him the opportunity to tell his side of the story and he gave me his blessing to do the movie. | kept my
word and he kept his. He gets no financial reward from this whatsoever. The funny thing is despite being incarcerated for 22 years
he never once seemed hurting for cash.

SE: How did you get involved with BET's American Gangster?

SC: Bill Stepheny (StepSun Record) connected me to Nelson George, who is the executive producer of American Gangster. They
read Queens Reigns Supreme and were very interested in Fal Cat afterwards. The problem was Ethan doesn’t know Cat and never
once correspond with him so they had to turn to me. After BET reached out to Cat's family they were redirected to me. | must say
this, Cat and his family have dealt with me straight up and down the entire way and on principle alone | gotta reciprocate.

SE: Do you think this black underworld stuff will blow up in Hollywood? Why?

SC: | think there will be maybe two more major releases, Fat Cat and Nicky Bames. After that, there's blockbuster. | say that be-
cause Hollywood doesn’t care about how much money or how many cars guys had. Their concern is mass appeal and that is deter-
mined by a few things. In Cat's case it's his connection through association to the Edward Byrne killing, a crime a president cam-
paigned on. In Nicky's case, He appeared on the cover of NY Times Magazine under the caption Mr. Untouchable. President Carter
saw that and personally demanded his arrest. Those are the type of things that grab mainstreams interest. Everything else is a
bunch of ghetto bullshit to them.

SE: It seems the American Gangster craze is everywhere, what's your take?

SC: I'm glad. A lot of people are coming out the woodworks attacking Frank Lucas but they have to understand. Rat or no rat his
story opened doors. They need to slide in before the door shuts instead of wasting time and energy bickering among them because
no one of importance is listening anyway. Attacks on his credibility are too little to late. He's outta here and his movie is the highest
grossing opening for both Denzel Washington and Russell Crowe. Now the rest of us have to figure out how to use that to our ad-
vantage. At least that's what I'm doing.

SE: How did the whole Jam Master Jay thing affect you?

SC: Maturally, that was a tuming point in my life. | had a dream, months before Jay's death where | was told | would have to come
out of the fire if | wanted the light to shine on me. | didn't understand it then but the minute | was accused in that case | knew what
| had to do. My man King Tut broke it down for me. He said fire is necessary for purification and anything hardened as steel and
ready for combat would have to come through the fire. | stand ready for whatever.

SE: What are you doing now, life wise and project wise?

SC: A funny thing happened on my way to Hollywood... | became a journalist, film and documentary producer, consultant, etc. LOL!
Man I'm just grinding. I'm in talks with strong people about the Fat Cat movie. I'm working as a producer on the American Gangster
series, independently producing my own documentaries and still writing. | just received another assignment from KING. I'm truly
blessed and appreciative. The heavens have smiled on me and I'm smiling back.

SE: What do you think of the magazines like Don Diva, Feds and As Is?

SC: Those mags laid the foundation for all that's happening now. | hope to get in a position soon to bring them all the same table

and enable them to reap a better share of what they cultivated. It's only right but only someone like myself would see it that way.

SE: How did the “As Is article " come about?
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SC: I linked up with Shabazz through my good friend Spoon. It was to respond to
some things Prince said in Don Diva pertaining to me that weren’t right and
exact. I've since heard from Prince’s brother Wise with a message from Prince.
According to Wise, Prince says everything was just one big misunderstanding. I
accept that.

SE: Anything else you would like to share with our readers?

SC: I want everyone to know that S HOW BUSINESS AND THE

STREETS are not the same. They adhere to different rules which I am not
only aware of but well versed in. I separate the two unlike so many people. I say
that to say we need clarity out here. Let’s leave the street shit where it belongs. If
the streets were so good to any of us we wouldn’t be trying to bum rush show

business.
ONE!

Scoon aka The Snake Charmer
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